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land did really avail herself of the great victory over
the Armada to assume the offensive, though not on
land. The Duke of Parma had recovered Flanders
and the southern provinces for Spain, but all that is
now the kingdom of the Netherlands remained un-
subdued and continued to defend itself successfully.
The Dutch had acquired a fleet and this fact, com-
bined with the new naval superiority of England,
enabled them to hamper communications between
Spain and the Spanish army ; the strength of Parma
was subsequently dissipated by the duty of inter-
vening in the quarrel between Henry IV. and the
League, and, on the death of the great general foin
years after the defeat of the Armada, no successor of
first-rate ability could be found to conduct a struggle
which had proved to be beyond the powers of such
men as Alva, Don Juan, and himself. In France, too,
the balance of power was changed in favour of the
Protestants, since the'assassination of Henry III. led
to the accession of his Huguenot namesake of Na-
varre. The Catholic cause thus ceased to be the
royal cause, and the weakness of the League, by
compelling its leaders to rely on Spanish help, lea
many Frenchmen to imitate their English co-religion-
ists and to assist a heretic compatriot, rather than
share in the triumph of an orthodox foreigner. It
was obviously against the interests of England to
secure the complete victory of one party in either of
these two countries. France, united and in enjoy-
ment of internal peace, would become as great a
danger to English pre-eminence as Spain had been,
as she had herself been before the outbreak of civil